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profound student, though as a book of reference it should prove 
valuable. In each of the volumes there is an index and table of 
contents which are carefully constructed and offer ready access 
to any topic treated in the book and upon which one might be 
seeking information. 

It is almost unnecessary to say that the author, himself an 
Englishman, has voiced an appreciation of England's legal his- 
tory. In closing Volume 3 which deals broadly with the 
Mediaeval common law, he says : "Though the litigiousness of a 
partially civilized age, the technicality in procedure which is 
necessary to an early stage in the history of law, and the collapse 
of all good government which marked the close of this period 
(the 12th and 13th centuries), often led them to lay down as 
law, rules which assisted to pervert justice, yet the live practical 
atmosphere of the law court in which those rules were evolved 
by the process of keen debate never let them lose sight of the 
human needs which those rules were intended to regulate. Thus, 
amid much ingenuity which was misdirected, there was much 
which was well directed; and for better or worse, some of its 
products still colour our minds and govern our lives in this 
twentieth century." 

And it is with this last thought well in mind that we can see 
the value of the study of early law. 

C. K. W. 

The Fixed Law of Patents. By William Macomber. Little, 
Brown & Co., Boston, Mass. 1909. pp. 1060. 

This is a most excellent work written .for the general practi- 
tioner, as well as the patent lawyer, by an author who has had 
over twenty years' active practice in the patent law, and has by 
this book given the profession the result of his many years' labor. 

The author recognizes the fact that a patent is a monopoly 
created by statute in contravention of the common law, and there- 
fore every decision upon a question of patent law must necessarily 
root back in a statute. Consequently every title and main propo- 
sition is worked out from the statute. 

The title of this book is unique. There are many good 
features embodied in it, the patent law being stated as it 
is and not as the interpretation of some author. Hence the 
term "Fixed Law of Patents," defined by the author, as consti- 
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tuting the patent statutes, the decisions of the United States Su- 
preme Court, and the decisions of the nine Circuit Courts of Ap- 
peal. Except in minor instances, the quotations are in the exact 
language of the court. 

The authority of a court of original jurisdiction is not stated, 
as the same is not deemed fixed law, however long it may have 
remained as the sole decision upon the point involved, or however 
much respected. 

The arrangement of titles, sub-titles, and cross references are 
so complete that the rulings upon a point of law under exam- 
ination may be found with the least possible expenditure of time. 

A most valuable feature of the book is the table of cited cases, 
containing in each instance the name of the judge writing the 
opinion, the names of the dissenting judges, and the judge writing 
the dissenting opinion. 

The author is to be congratulated upon the preliminary chap- 
ter entitled: "A Brief Survey of the Fixed Law of Patents," 
which contains a most excellent summary of the main titles and 
as complete and concise a statement of the patent law as it is 
possible to write. 

G. E. H. 

The Power of Eminent Domain. By Philip Nichols. Boston 
Book Co., Boston. 1909. pp. 560. 

This is the first work devoted entirely to the law of eminent 
domain that has come to the writer's attention. Previously, we 
find discussion of the subject taking up but a small part of a work 
on Constitutional Law. The author lately being assistant cor- 
poration counsel of the City of Boston, during his term of office 
came in contact with many problems involving the subject and 
has given us in this work the results of his investigations. 

It is obvious upon examination of the book that the time de- 
voted to its preparation has been well spent, as the many phases 
of the subject are clearly and concisely presented and their im- 
portance impressed upon us. 

The work is divided into eleven parts dealing with the 
rights of the states to acquire property by eminent domain with 
its limitations, what constitutes a taking, public use, property, and 
just compensation. 



